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The chief purpose of this publicatien is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard and others connected with aviation. 
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THE PAN-AMERICAN FLIGHT 


By Captain Ross G, Hoyt, Air Corps 


Another important chapter is about to be written in the already remarkable 
history of aviation in this country. For over two years detailed plans for a 
flight of U.S. Army Air Corps airplanes through Mexico, Central America, and around 
the greater portion of South America have been in the process of preparation in 
the Office, Chief of the Army Air Corps. 

At first, two separate flights were planned; one from San Antonio, Texas, 
*hrough Mexico and Central America to the Panania Canal Zone; the other starting 
-rom the Panama Canal Zone, circling South America and returning to the starting 
point. Later these two projects with numerous variations were combined, with the 
result that, without a single exception, all of the Latin Americen countries will 
be visited by this one flight. . ; 

In preparing.the plan of the flight, it wos necessary to go into creat detail 
in many of its features, The flisht passes from the North Temperate Zone, through 
the Torrid Zone, into the South Temrerate Zone, and return, so that the meteor- 
ological problem alone presentcd considerable difficulty. In fact, the time chosen 
for the start of the flieht depended entirely upon the weather conditions to be 
encountered throughout the route. 

Landing facilities throughout the route of the flight presented another prob- 
lem, It was desirable to have complete data not only for the places where the 
flight was scheduled tc ston, but at intermediary points as well. Complete data 
on the transportation facilities throughout the route of the flight was indispen- 
sable.if the flight was to be successful, in that the Advance Officers must pre=- 
cede the flight throughout its entire course, and 2 considerable quantity of sup- 
plies, spare parts, etc., shipped to various points in Central ard South America 
and the West Indies, A detailed study of the availability of gasoline and lu- 
bricating oil throughout the route of the flight was necessary. 

The ordinary maps and charts covering the route were too bulky and unwieldy 
for use in the planes, so strip maps of the route and a short distance on each 
side were made up and mounted on linen to make them more durable. This was no 
small task as the entire distance to be covered is in excess of 18,000 miles, 

The study thus far revealed the desirability of using an amphibian type of 
e@irplane; in other words, one capable of landing either on land or water, Fortu- 
nately, a number of this tyne of airplane were already on contract with the Leening 
Aeronautical and Engineering Corporation, so that it was decided that five of these 
planes would be used on the flight, with an additional one for training purpos?s, 

It might be well at this time to trace briefly the history of the amphibian 
type of airplane. One of the major vroblems confronting the eeronautical eng?..cer 
is the removal from the airplane of the limitation of landinz conditions, due to 
having seaplanes that are unfit for use over lend, and land planes that are tctal- 
ly unfit and dangerous for use over water. Spreading like an ocean over every 
locality, the air is the great future highway for quick transportation. It was for 
this reason that the full significance of the development of the emphibian airoianc 
was realized, Until the airplane is endowed with facility in landing or tak‘ng off 
anywhere, it is limited at the stert, and is not provided with its most esgentinl. 
fundamental as a vehicle suited for universal commercial usage. The first steps 
taken were simply to add landing gear to a seaplane or pontoons to a land plane. 
The result was the spoiling of either a good seaplane or a good land plane, 

The amphibious type of airplane was distinctly included in the earliest con- 
ceptions of Adler in France. and Dr. Kross in Austria in 1898 and 1829, The Wright~ 
in 1907 experimented with flests on the Miami River and, in October, 1909, at the 
Hudson-Fulton Celebration in ow Jork City, Wilbur Wright flew the first airplane 
that could in any way be construed as amphibious, Because of the large area of 
water surrounding New York City, Wilbur Wright attached to his land type plane . 
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ccvered water tight canoe, with which undoubtedly he covld have clighted safely on 
the water, but he could not have taken off egain, Mr. Curtiss in 1910 conducted 
a similar experiment,’ 

On Merch 28, 1910, Henri Paver made the first flight from water in France and 
contributed to the amphibian by giving vne start to water flying. With the ensuin; 
work of many of the constructors in France, and of burgess and Frank Coffyn in thie 
country, a rapid development of sezplanes took place in 1911, 1912 and 1913. The 
thought of imaking these seaplanes amphibious was in the minds of each of these 
early constrvctcrs, It was very common to find wheels at least fitted for the pur- 
pose of launching, and these naturally developed into efforts at landing on land, 
so that in 1912 several experimental amphibians were in existance in several coun- 
tries, none of them being particulerly successful. 

The first really successful amphibian was the Caudron two-seater, twin-float 
seapbane, powered with a Gnome 80 h.p. engine. They were good flying machines, the 
staphibious gear consisting in mounting e wheel under each float. During the war, 
further development of extending the practical scope of the airplane by perfecting 
its amphibian qualities was practically abandoned. 

In 1918 and 1919 a distinct revival of interest in the amphibian took place, 
In America, the first noteodle effort was that of Lawrence Sperry. Hé was exceed- 
ingly interested in this phase of aviation and genuinely enthusiastic over its 
rossibilities, end it is surely the irony of fate that the tragedy of Sperry's 
death, the drowning of this pioneer after having had to make a forced landing in 
the English Channel in a small land plane incupable of floating, was due to the 
very cause he had foreseen and which he had been working so industriously to avoid, 

Rapid progress was made in amphibian development during 1922 and 1923, and 
about this time the interest of Mr. Grover Loening was stirred and the plans of 
the present Loening Amphibion were leid out. The type of amphibian designed, how. 
ever, practically deis rded the use of an inverted engine. It'’was at that time 
that the Army Air Corps started the development of the inverted Liberty engine 
which has proved such e uecided success, 

The Loening Amphibian was designed primarily for observation work over land or 
water, or both. It conbines the essential characteristics of two widely divergent 
types of aircraft, the lend plene and the seaplane. This combination is effected 
by a merging of fuselage and hull into a single unified structure, thereby dis- 

' pensing with the hanging floats of the hydroplane and the elevated power plant of 
the seaplane. -Such unity in body, in conjunction with the inverted engine and re- 
tractable landing gear, makes possible a type of aircraft whose ephere of action 
is greatly increased. The amphibian type airplane is intended primarily for oper- 
ation in such territory es the Philippine and Haveaiian Islands, or in a country 
containing large weter courses and numerous lzkes, 

As stated before, tle design is centered about the inverted Liberty engine. 
It incorporates a coutle bey, wire braced biplane construction in wood and metal, 
with float-tipped wines and close coupled fuselage, surmounting a flying boat hull, 
on which is attached a retractable lending gear. The landine gear consists of two 
retractable units pivoted on opposite sides of the hull in such a manner that they 
may be raised or lowered at the will of the pilot. 

The Loening Amphibian is a good, easily handled, efficient flying machine. It 
has been looped and spun and otherwise"stunted" in an exactly similar manner as the 
best land plane of equal weight. It has been used by the United States Military 
and Naval services on numerous occasions, among which are the photographic survey 
of the Rainy Lakes region by Lieut, Eugene Batten of the Army Air Corps; the tour 
of New England by the Secretary of War; the operation of the Naval Arctic Unit, 
the MacMillan Expedition; and numerous other valuable flights. All of the military 
features, however, heve been removed from the airplanes to be employed on the Pan- 
American Flight, in order that a false impression might not be formed of its pur- 
pose. At Mitchel Field, Langley Field, McCook Field,and at other Army Air Cervs 
fields in foreign possessions, operation and service use of this type of airp.ane 
are in progress, giving a splendid opporturity to whip into shape every mecnenical 
detail requiring perfection in this new type of airplane. The Fan--Americen flight 
of the Army Air Corps, which started on December 2lst, will be ihe suprene service 
test of this airplane. 

Having prepared all the numerous deteils and decided upon the type of sirrlane 
to be used, the complete plans for the Pan-American Flight were submitted t- ‘iro 
War Department by the Chief of the army Air Corps on May 26, 1926. ‘The plsr was 
approved by the Secretary of iar without delay, he having alreacy expressed hiisel! 
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a3 being in symort sy with a flicht of this nature, The Secretary War then in- 
formed the Se:retary of Stete of tue desire of the Army ! o make the 
flight and rayvoested thet the Sirte Separtmert enter into uegotiations with the 
various coun” ses to oe visited to obtuin permission for the advance officers to 
travel *nrou jy their territory and for the flizit to pess. 

It was necessary for the Stats Dapartment to nezotiete with twenty-two dif- 
ferent countries, including all ths Latia-American countries, Greet Britein, France: 
and Hollanu, Comrunications were disprtched to all of these countries with a re- 
quest that, due to the comparatively short length of time romeaining before it was 
desired to stert the flight, these comiunicavious ve answered Ly cable. 

In September, suthority had oeen received from all countries concerned, wel- 
coming the project sz0st warmly, and offering all tne facilities at their command 
to assure the successful passege of the flight. In the meantime, rapid progress 
had been mace in the selection of articles of supphy and their preparation for 
shipment to the various bases and sub-bases, of which there are nine all toid, 
throughout the route, 

The purpose of the flight is to increase the umiceble relations existing be- 
tween the United States and the Latin-Arerican countries; to sncourage commercial 
air transportation; to stimulate interest in cercnavtical products of the United 
Siates; to give an extensive service test to the amphibian type of airplane. 

For the purpose of expediting advance arre.genents for the flight, the route 
is divided into six divisions, and an edvance officer was assigned to each divi- 
sion, viz: 








lst Division - San Antonio, Texas - France Field, Ganal Zone. 
ist Lievt. Byron T. Burt, Air Corps. 

and Division - France Field ~ Valdivia, Chile 
ist Lieut. sisivin B. Asp, Air Corps. 


3rd Division - Yalvivia, Chile - Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
i8t Licut. Sumucl C. Skemp, Air Corps. 
4th Division - Rio de Janeiro, Brazil - La Guayra (Ceracas), Venezuela. 
ist Lieut. William E. Souza, Air Corps. 
Sth Division - St. George, Island of Grenade = Pointe a Pitre, Island of 
Guadeloupe. 
Captain Wolcott P. Hayes, Air Corps. 
6th Division - St. Thomas, Virgin Islends - Washington, D.C, 
ist Lieut. Ivea C, Mormon, Air Corps. 

The mission of the advance officers is to increase the amicactle relaticus 
existing between the United States and the Latin-Auerican countries; to encourage 
commercial air transportation; to stimulate interest in aeronautical products of 
the United States; establish amicabie relations with local authorities; make ar- 
rangements for the successful pacsage of the flight, including selection of *the 


best landing fecilities and their merking; arrange locally for police ana militia: 
protection of U.S. proverty and personrei; obtain all data possible regercsng in.. 
termediate landing facilities anc the flight route; make necessary arrargonents 
for meteorological data to be furnished to the flight before and during sach lee 
of the flight; meke arrancements for securing copies of photographs taken by lo- 
cal authorities, 

The maintenance sets, whicn include parts for the inverted Liberty engines 
and for the airplanes, have been assembled and prepared for shipacnt at the 
Fairfield Air Intermediate Depot. These maintenance séts have been shivps! to th 
following named points: Saline Cruz, Mexico; France Wield, Panama Cenrl Zone; 
Lima, Peru; Talcahuano, Chile; Buenos Aires, Argentinu; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; 
Para, Brazil; Port of Spain, Trinidad; and Havane, Cuve. ql 

The Allison Enginzering Corporation, Indianapolis, Indiene, produced the in- 
verted Liberty engines to be used on the flight by reconditioning urd sonvertin 














a ag 
the standard Liberty engine famous for its reliability and efficiesoy. Tweosr ef 
these engines. were shipped throughout tie route of the flight, es follows: orense 
Field, 2; Lima, Peru, 2; Talcahuano, Chile, 3; Luetios Aives, Arcenting, 2, » de 
Janeiro, Brazil, 5; Belem (Para), Brazil, 2; Port of Pern, Trinags,, 2: Esvana, 


* ; ? 

Cuba, 2, In addition, three enzines were shinoed to Kelly Yield, Toxes, Fer she 
use of the flight while in treining there, and’ for substitution in the airvicies 
if necessary,before the start of the 23.74 


To be continusu next issue. 
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NOTES ON UPSIDE DCN FLYING FR6M A bOCUOK FINLD TEST PILOT 


Since the advent of the present standard pursuit planes inverted flying, es- 
pecially in exhibition work,hes been very comacn. This is due to the ease with 
which these vlares may be rollec on their bicks. Inesmuch as “everybody's doing 
it", a fer words on the subiect sight not be out of order. 

This sprinz, at McCook Field, one of the pilots took up the, then new, P-l, 
and exccuted a series of maneuvers while another pilot flew a DH alongside. The 
DH had e photogrepher in the reer cockpit and he +ook moving pictures of the !. 
as it maneuvered. 

‘The most interesting picture was one showing where the P-1 rolled slowly on 
its back (around the longitudinol axis) using the esilerons. The pilot then pusis 
forward gently on +he control stick and the plane gradually climbed and stalied, 
the speed falling off from about 160 to 70 miles per hour. The rudder was then 
kicked hard over, the stick pushed full forward and the plane went into an in- 
verted spin. The feeling is somewhat similar to that experienced in an ordinary 
Spin but much more uncomfortuble. The controls seem slovpy and do not act as 
quickly. Altitude is lost very rapidly, end even after the plane stops spinning 
it takes about a thousand fect to get it off its bnck out of the dive, and in 
level flight. During this time the uncomfortable and unaccustomed altitude of 
the pilot makes the time in the maneuver appear imich longer than it actually is, 
In the case cited the pilot thought he had meds at least four tufns of a spin 

before starting to come out. The movies showed only a turn and a half. The 
altitude lost was avout three thousend feet or cbout three times that required 
for a turn and a haif of a normal spin. 

The method of vettins out of the spin was to pull back on the stick and 
reverse the rudder end ailerons. In 2 particularly difficult case it might be 
acvisable to lock i) e clevators and jezz the motor. 

In executin;; tlie invertcod spin and, in fact, whenever flying on one's beck, 
it is recommended thet the safety belv he made as tight as possible and that a 
rubber bend "piece of inner tube about one inch wide" be plirced over the snep of 
the safety belt fastener so it cennot accidentelly become unhooked. 

---000-—— 








PROMOTION OF AIR CORPS OFFiCTRS 


Four second lieutenants of the Air Corps recently discerded their gold bars 
for silver ones, viz: Meline Merrick, Dudley Werren Watkins, Lyman P, Whitten 
and Homer i, Ferguson, They rank, respectively, from Nov. 9th, Lith, 20th and 
24th, 1926, 

---000--= 


A PLAINT FROM THS EDITOR 


Kelly, Largley and Brooks Fields, old standbys, who were wont to send in 
their contricutions of news items te the NEWS LETTHR quite regularly, have not 
been heard from of late, Nor hns anything been heard from for some time from 
Rockwell Ficld, Post Field, fort Crockett, and Mitchel Field, 

The mission of the NEWS LETTER is not only to acquaint the entire Air Corps 
personnel with the activities in progress et the various Air Corps fields end 
stations, but to serve ES f. medium of publicity whereby through various newspspe: 
and periodicals on the nailing list the seneral public is kept in touch with eve. 
transpiring in the Air Co sate Non-receipt of news items from Air Corps fields 
handicaps the efforts being put forth to make the MEYS LETTER a thoroughly repre- 
sentative Air Corps puvlicetion, 

Let us start the New Year right and have cooperation from every field. 

- --000-—~ 


y A FOURTH DEGREE MEMBER OF THE CATERPILLAR CLU 


Captain Cherles A. Lindbergh, Air Corps Reserve, now a pilot carrying mail 
for Uncie Sam, beers the unique distinction of being the only man living who owes 


his life four times to that most valuable article of equipment an aviator cxrris 
the parachute. 

It was while Captain Lindbergh was a cadet undergoing flying train 
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Kelly Field, Texss, that he experienced hig first "cre: thrill" and saved life 
No. 1. Perhaps the auoted words should be omitted, for this airman, an experience 
parachute jumper, had uv to that time mde eleven vrecvice jumps. His twelfth, 
however, was not a practice jump, but one of extrese uccoscsity, for in combat 
weshics his piane collided in mic-air with another one. Fortunately, his adver- 
gary in this miric warfare eclso szevec his Life oy jumping with his parachute. 
This incicent occurrec oi March 5, 1925, 

Captain Lindberch's noxt adventure in the sir occurrec on June 2, 1925, 
Lambert. Field, St. Louis, ‘fo. He was engaged in flight-~testing a privetely con- 
structed airplane, end for athe ten marnanee everythine went along smoothly. Sud: 
denly, while at an altitude of 2,000 feot, the plane slipped into a leit hand spi 
and, despite ali diy efforts this ncn pilot put forth, the plane could no 
be richted 2nd ne jumped out when ebout 300 feet sbove the ground. Captain Lind. 
bvergh sateen a braised shoulder in landing, but he sovec iife No. 2. 

Lives Nos. 3 andi 4 were saved while Capt. Lindberrh wes engaged in piloting 
mail planes on September 15th and November 3rd, 1626, resvectively, both incident: 
occurring at night. Captain Lindberwh reletes his third adventure as follows: 


"“T took off from Lanibe: tin St.Louis Tiel 1d at 4:25 PM., Soptomber 16, and afte. 
en uneventful trio arrived at Springfield, Ili. at 5:10 P.M., and Peoria, Tli., at 
53:55 PM. 

Off the Peoria Field : at 
was prectically clear with 
ed ebovt 25 miles northenst 


:10 P.M. There was a light ground haze, but the sk; 
but ser 
9) 
on the lights of the towns be 
t 
oh 


scattered cunulous clouds, Darkness was encounter- 
Peoris, nnd 1 took uo a compass course, checking 
ow until o low fog rolled in under me a few miles 
he Iilinois River. 


- iy oF o 
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northeast of Marseilles una 


The fog extended from tre ground up to about 600 feet, and, as I was unable 
to fly under it, I turnea back and attempted to drop a flare end land. The flare 
did not function anc f acein headed for Maywood (Chicago’ s air mail port) hoping 


a 


to find a breex in tae four over the field, Examination disclosed that the cause 
of the flicre failure was the short length of the release lever and that the flare 
might ctill be used by pulling out the release cable. 

£ coutiived o2 a compass course of 50 degrees until 7:15 P.M., when I saw 
a dull glow on the top oi tie foz, inciceting a town below. There were several 
of these liznt patches on the foz, visible only wien looking away from the moon, 
ond I knew them to be towms Lordering iinywood. At no time, however, was I able 
to locete the exact position of the field, althourh I understand that the search- 
lights were directed upward snd two barrels of gusolime burned in an endeavor to 
attract my attention. Several times I descended to the top of the fog, which 
was 800 to 900 feet high, according to my altineter. The sky above was clear with 
the exception of sesttered clouds, and the moon and stars were shining bright. 
After circling srovnd for 35 minutes I headed west +o be sure of clearing Lake 
Michigen, and in an attempt to pick up one of the lights on the Transcontinental, 

After flying west for fifteen minutes and soeine no break I. turned southwest 
hoping to strike the edze ef the fog south of the Illinois River. My engine quit 
at 8:20 P.M., and I cut ir the reserve. I was at thet time only 1,500 feet high, 
and as the engine did not pick up as soon as I expected I shoved the flashlight in 
my belt and was about to release the parachute flare and jump when the engine fin- 
ally took hold again. A second trial showed the wain tank to be dry, and accord- 
ingly 2 meximun of twenty minutes' flying time left. 

There wore no openings in the fog and I decided to leave the ship as soon as 
the reserve tank was exhausted. I tried to get the mail pit open with the idea of 
throwing out the mail sacks, and then jumping, but wes unable to open the front 
buckle. I knew that the risk of tire with no gasoline in the tanks was very sligh’ 
and beran to clinb for altitude when I saw a light on the ground for several sece 
onds, This was the first light I had seen for nearly two hours, and as almost 
Cnough gasoline for fifteen minutes flying resained in the reserve, I glided down 
tO 1,200 Jeet and pulled out the flare release cable as ncarly as I could judco 
over the spot where the light herd eppeared. This time the flere functioned but 
only to illuminate the top of a solid bank of fog, into which it soon disappeared 
without showing “ay trace of the round. 

Seven minutes! ga asoline remained in the gravity tank. Seeing the glow of a 
town through rt fog I I turned towards open country and nosed the plane up. At 
5,000 feet the engine sputtered and died. I stepped up on the cowling and out ove: 
the right side of the cockpit, pulling the rip cord after ebout a 100-foot foll. 
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The perachute, sn Irvinesest service tune, functioned verfeetly; I was falling 
heed downward when tre risers jc. .c. wit into fu upries) vos"sisn end the ‘chute 
opened, This time f saved the rin cord, I nutted tne flas nlicht from my belt anc 
was plavine it down towurds the ton of the fog when I heord the plane's engine 
pick up. ‘When I jwnped it haa orecvicully stomoed dead and I hed neglected to cut 
the switches. Jpvarently when the skip nosea dorm en ecduitional supply of gasoli 
dra anes to the carburetor. Soon she came into sight, ebout e quarter mile away a: 
heeded in the “a eayeate direction Aw my narachute. I put the flashlight in a pocke* 
of my fTyine suit pranaratory to slipping the perachute out of the way, if neces- 
Sary. Tie pisaiue was naing a ieft spiral of about a mide diameter, and passed ap. 
proxinotely 300 yards away from iay 'chute, leaving me on the outside of the circli 
I was unceciced as to whetner the plene or I was descending the nore rapidly a. 
glided my 'crute avavy from the sniral peth of the ship as rapidly as I could. the 
chip vassed 1 ey out of sight, visi reappeared again in a few seconds, its 
raze of descent beins about the same as that of the parachute, I counted five 
spirals, each one a ttle t further awey than the last, before reaching tne top of 
the fog bank. 
When I settled into the fog I knew that the ground was within 1,000 feet and 
i ne f 


reached icr oo lashlight, but found it to be missing. I could see neither ea sia 
or stars and had no idea what kind of territory was below. I crossed my legs t 
keep from sneered a branch or wire, guarded my face with wy hands and bones aaa 

s I 


Fr saw the outline of the ground and e iicment Jeter was dowm in a corn- 
field. The corn was over my heed end the ‘chute was lying on top of the corn 


Stalks, I hurriedly nacked it sud started covm a corn row, The ground visibility 
was about 100 yerds. In « few winutes I came to a atulble field and some wagon 
tracks wrich I followed to > fermerd a ouarter mile ovay. After reaching the fa: 
yerd I noticed auto herdiigits pleying over the roadside. Thinking that someone 


S 
might have located the wreck of the plane I walked over to the car. The occupants 
asked whether I had neerd cn sirp’ane crash and it required some time to explain 
to them that I had been 7ilst Lay and vet wes searching for it myself. 

I had to Cisvla; the parechute as idence before hey were thocouchly convinced. 
The farmer was sure, as were most Shave in a 3-uile rajius, that the ship had jur 
missed his hovse and crashed neeroy. In fact, he covid lecate within a few rods 
the spot where he heard it hit the ground, end we spert an unsuccessful quarter 
hour hunting for the wreck in that vicinity before go=ng to the farmhouse to ar- 
range fora Seep: party and telephone St. Louis and Chicago, 

T had just put A the longs mre Ice eflls when wine rhones rang and we were 
notified that the mes hed been found in a cornfield over two miles away. It 
took several minutes to reach - “he site of the crash, due tc the necessity of slow 
driving through the fog, and a small crowd had already essemvled when we arrived. 
The plane was wound up in a ball-shaped mass. It had narrowiy missed one farr- 
house and had hooked its left wing in a grain shock a quarter mile beyond. The 
shin had landed ca the loft wing and wheel and skidded slong the ground for 30 
yards, stir threush one fence bet ore coming to rest in the edge cf a cornfield 
about 100 yards short of e barn. The mail pit was laid open and one sack of mail 
was on the ground, The weil, nowever, was uninjured. 

The sherifi from Cttewa arrived, and we tcok the meil to the Ottawa Post 
Office to be entraixed at 3:20 A.M. for Chicago 

The circumstances surrounding Captain Lindbergh's fourth emergency parachute 
jump were almost similar to ere of the third jump. He took off from the Lan- 
bert-St.Louis Field at 4:20 P.ui., made a five minute stop at Springfield, Ill., 
an hour later to take on rail. Sana then headed for Peoria, Weather reports tele- 
.phoned to St,Lovis earlier in the afternoon geve flying conditions as entirely 
passable, Atout 25 miles north of Snringfield darkness was encountered, the ceil- 
ing had lowered to around 406 feet and a light snow was falling. At South Pekin 
the forward visibility of grevni lights from a 150 ft. altituue was less than 
half a mile, ani over Pekin the tcwm lizhts were indistinct from 200 feet above. 
after pessing Pekin the plaae wes Slowm et en altimeter reading of 600 feet for 
about five minutes, when the lishtness of the haze below indicated that it wns 
over Peoria. Twice the pilot could see lights on the ground end he descended to 
less than 200 feet before they disappeared from view. He tried to bank around 
group of lights, but wes unablo to turn quickly enough to keep tiem in sight. 

After circling in the vicinity of Peoria for 30 minutes, the pilot decided t< 
try to find vetter weather conditions by flying northeast towards Chicago. He hi< 
ferried a ship from Chicaco to St.Louis in the early afternoon, at which time the 
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ceiling and visibility wee uech better near Chicuzo than oiywnere elce along the 
route. Enough cacoline for about on nour and ten sinutes' ilyins remained in the 
gas tank and ¢2C minutes is. the reserve, aerdly enough to revura to St.Louis even 
hed the pilot been pble to navictate directly to the fielu by deed reckoning and 
flying blind the greater portion of the way. The territory tow:rds Chicugo was 
mich mo: favernvle for a night lauding than thet sround Si,Louis. 

For the next half rour the epic northeast wes at ebont 2,090 feet altitude 





and then at 50C feet, Tiere vere now numerous “resks in the clouds and occasion- 
ally ground lights could be seen ie over 500 feet. fter passing over the ligh? 


of a smell tom » fsirly clear spese ih the clouds was encountered. The pilot 
pulled up to sbout €00 feet, released the parachute flere, whipped the ship aroun 
to get anto tie wind and under the flare which lit at once. Instend of floating 
dorm slowly. however, it drovoped like e rock. The ground wes seen for only an in. 
stant and then there wes total durkness, Meuntime the ship was in a steep bank, 
anc being blinded by the intense light the pilot had trouble righting it. An ef- 
fort to find the ground with the wing lithts wis in vain as their glare was worse 
than useless in the haze. 

When about ten minutes of gas reneined in the pressure tank and still not the 
faintest outline of sny object on the ground covld be seen, the pilot decided to 
til the ship rather than attempt to land blindly. He turned back southwest 
oward less populatec couniry and started climbing in an attempt to get over the 
louds before jumping. The main tank went dry at 7:51 P.M. end the reserve twenty 
minutes later. The altimeter then recistered avproximately 14,000 feet, yet the 
top of the clouds was appureatly severel thousand feet higher. Rolling the stabil. 
izer back, the pilot cut the switches, pulled the ship up inio a stall and was abov 
to go over the right sice of the cockpit when the right wine began to drop. In 
this position the vlzene would gather speed and spiral to the right, possibly strik- 
ing the parachute arver its first tee, The pilot returned to the controls, righté 
the plane and then dove over the left side of the cockpit while the air speed regis 
tered about 79 miles per hous and the altimeter 13,C00 feet. ‘The rip cord was 
pulled immediately after clearing the stabilizer. The Irving chute functioned 
perfectly. Tue pilot ieft the ship heed first snd was falling in this position - 
the ris ers whipped him around — an upright position and the chute opened, 


The last he saw of the DH was as it disappeared into the clouds just after the 
chute opened. It was snowing anu eae cold. For the firet minute or so the peara- 
chute descended smoothly and then commenced an excessive oscillation which contin- 


ued for about five minutes and which could not be checked, The first indication 

i the nearness of the chute to the ground was a gradual darkening of the space 
aa, The snow had turnec to rain and, although the chute was thoroughly soaked, 
its oscillation hed greatly decreased. The pilot directed the beam from his 500 
ft. spotlight downward, but the cround anpeared so suddenly that he landed directi: 
on top of a havhéd..wire fence without seeing it. The fence helped to break his 
fall and the bervs did rot penetrate the heavy flying suit. The chute was blown 
over the fence and wes helé open for some time by the gusts of wind before 
collapsing, 

After rolling up tie chute into its pack Capt. Lindvergh started towards the 
nearest licht, He soon came to a road, walked about e mile to. the tow of Covell, 
Iil., and telephoned a report to §+,. Lovis. The only information he could obtain 
in regard to the crashed plane was from one of a group of farmers in the general 
store, who stated thet his neighbor had heard the plane crash but could only guess 
at its general direction. An hour's search proved without nvail. Capt. Lindberch 
left instructions to plece a cuord over the meil in ease the plane was found be- 
fore he returned and went to Chicaco for another ship. On urriving over Covell 
the next morning he found the wreck with a swell crowd gathered around it, less 
than 500 feet back of the house where he had leit his parachute the night before. 
The nose and wheols had struck the ground at avout the same time, and after slid- 
ing along for about 75 feet it had: piled up in a —— beside a hedge fence, One 
wheel had come off and was standing inflated against the wail on the inside of a 
hog house a hundred yards further on. It had gone through two fences and the wall 
of the house, The winss were baaly splintered, but the tubular fuselage, although 
oe bont in places, had held its general form even in the mailpit. The parachute 

rom the flare was hanging on the +teilskid. 

There were three secks of weil in the plane. One, 2 full bag from St Louis, 
had been split open snd some of the mail oil socked but legible. The other tao 
bags were only partia ally full and were undamaged, 
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MUNLCIPAL AIRPORT AT OLKLAND, CALIT. 
"The Greatest Airport in the World" is w 
of 1,450 acres of tide land lozated on the Lay shore south of the city. The loca- 
tion of the field is ideal - 20 minutes from the heart of the citv - with deep wt 
on one side urd 2 railroad on the otner; flat country all around end flying condi- 
tions as good as the best thet Southern California hes to offer, since the fogs. of 
San Francisco do not cover.tie vicinity of the tisid. The upyroaches of the air- 
drome will be protected by a ¢oif course which will also be laid out by the City 
Qakland. The aircrome end the surrounding country is so well suited to flying fro 
au flier's standpoint that several heve said that it would ve a good place for the 
Pulitzer Reces. 
m0 00-— 


hat the City of. Oakland means to make 


AAT ToAD Lm eaTpeme Atm RPDONTWA 
ANT ALT ROR ArT Tho aw wil ABERDEEN 


Personnel of the 49th Borbardment Squadron at Averdeen Froving Grounds, Md., 
neve of late been busy nicht and day flying wissions for anti-aircraft tests. Coi. 
mencing the first of Septenber and continuing daily thereafter until the early par 
o2 November, the Squadron, in conjunction with the 6lst Coast artillery and tye 
Grdnance Department, has been conducting tests to determine the serviceability of 
various and sundry new and improved weapons of anti-aircraft defense. In addition 
to the day work, an rverage of between four and iive night missions per week were 
scheduled. During the entire perioc of the maneuvers there were no fuilures due 
to motor. trouble or other reasons, and every mission requested was performed, Fou: 
DH-4Mi-2 planes, equipped with two-way redio, tow target and night flying equipment 
were used. A letter was recently received from the Chief of Const Artillery com- 


a 


mending the Squadvon fo~ the way in which the work liad been performed and the hea:’ 
cooperation given. A condensation of the official revort is now being prepared aii: 


Will be subuitsed to the NEWS LETTER shortly, accordéins to the Aberdeen Correspon 
ent, who believes thut it wili be of interest to tne Air Sorvs as 7 whole and thos 
who are interested in the letest methods of anti-aircrsft defense and the results 
obtained therewith. 
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ROUND TRIP NIGHT FLIGHTS FROM THE ATLANTIC TO THE PACIFIC 


Several weeks ago it wes deciaed that a round trip nicht flight across the 
Isthmus of Panama should be attempted, from France Field on the Atlantic Ocean to 
Balboa on the Pacific Ocean anu return. This night flying across the Isthmus is 
considered a rather dangerous undertaking at this time of the year, due to sudden 
changes in weather conditions and the rough couniry which must be passed over. 

Lieut.-Col, Arthur G, Fisher, Commanding France Ficld, decided that the best 
means of familicrizins nimsclf with these flying conditions would be to make the 
flight as an observer. Two Di planes were equipped with radio and night flying 
equipment and Lieut. ©.T. Zane, 63rd Squadron, and Lieut. A.W.C. Wimsatt, 24th 
Squadron, were designated asc the pilots, while Li.-Col. Fisher and Radio Operator 
Sgt. Walter B. serg were the ovserverc. On the first night scheduled for the tak>- 
off a very heavy downpour of rnin necessitated postponement of the flirht. The 
weather man acted the sume on the second scheduled night, but on the thira night 
he behaved better and at 7:00 P.ii. the planes took the uir and headed for tus 
Pacific side five minutes later. They were reported over Colon and Cristie is at 
seven-ten , over Gatun Locks et seven-seventeen; nearing Durien at seven} ov wnty~ 
eight; passing over Gailiard Sut at seven-thirty-one; over Pedro Migue: Locks at 
seven-thirty-threo; circiine over Fort Clayton at seven-thirty-five; flying over 
Fort Amador at seven-fortyéfive; then heading away from the Pacifie side for Franc 
Field, flying over Gaillard Cut at eight-nine; everything functioning nicely; nas: 
ng over Gatun Locks at eicht-itwenty-four; circling over Trance Field at 3200 feet 
at eight-twenty-eicht. At eight-thirty-throe the planes were oa the ground send 
being rolled into the hangars. 

Lt.-Col, Fisher reported a very pleasant. nicht flight, not realizing that his 
flicht had been the first to ever make 2 round trip ceross the Isthnus at night. 

During the flight many phone calls were received at the Post Operations Offic« 
coming from the inhabitants of the Canal Zone and the Republic of Panama, aivis’n” 
the officials at the Field that two airplanes were seen flying high in the air wit: 
green and red lichts on their wine tips. The messaces stuted that the planes were 
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evidently lost or that the :vireTors did not know where they were going. The fact 
was thet the public had not been -cvised that such a flight was to be attempted. 
ee OIC mmm 


CLUP HOUSE AT NISHVILIE, THIN. FOR VISITING AIRMEN 


Members of the 30th Division, Air Corps, Tennessee Nationel Cuard, are very 
anxious that Army vilots visiting Nashviile make use of their newly established 
club house, located in the heart of the city at 1404 Erozd Street. Major John 
CG. bennett, .r., cormanding the Tennessee unit, states that rooms are always avail 
able there for visiting pilots. 


-~-000—-—< 
IMPROMPTU ALTITUDE FLYING 


Recently at Wright field, Fairfield, Ohio, Lieut. Haroid L. Clark, Air Coros, 
oiloting a DeHaviland metel cirplane, ascended to a heicht of 25,000 feet. While 
Suis height is considerably short of the world's altitude record, it is rather un- 
neunl, as it was made in a stenderd plene withovt special preparation for altitude 
‘lying other than that this particular plane was equipped with a supercharger. No 
edditional supplies of gas and oil were carried, no oxygen was carried and the pi- 
lot was not ecduippec for any other than 2 routine trip. The ascent and descent 
were mace in less than two hourS and Lieut. Clerk lended none the worse for his 
experience, 

Mr. C.0O, Perry, of. the Ungzinesring Departuent of Wright Field, then took the 
same plane and, accompaniec by Cepiein Charles T.C. Buckner, Medical Corps, Flight 
Surgeon, started enother flicht, still without extra flying equipment or supplies, 
Captain Buckner, wWi:o {nd mi eviously not ascended to an altitude greater than 14,00 
feet, expressed a desive for en altitude flight in order to obtain some first hand 
information regarding the effects of high elevation on an unprotected flyer without 
oxygen or special eyvipment. Mr. Perry toox the plane to a height of 28,000 feet. 
The ascent was made in 50 minutes and the descent in 30 minutes, Mr. Perry statec 
afterwards thet he felt rather fretisued in the high altitude, that his eyes became 
dim, that his face and hands were numb and that every movement was an effort, 
Wearing no face mask, he had to rub his face freauently to keep up the circulation. 

Captein Buckner stated thet he feit the cold very keenly and was so weak that 
he had difficulty in raising his feet from the floor to make a slight change of 
position. He took nis own pulse at frequent intervals on the way up, although he 
had trouble in making an accurete count when he was at 22,000 feet. On the dee 
scent he experienced an intense pain in his ears but he felt no permanent ill 
effects after landing. 

A coating of ice wes formed on the flying wires of the airplane, and one side 
of it was covered with ice where the exhaust vapors from the engine had condensed, 
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AIR DEFENSES OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE 


In an article on the above subiect, written by Lord Thomson, former Secretary 
of State for Air of Greet Britain during the Labor administration of the government , 
and whose views, it is believed, rerresent the prevailing opinion among officials 
and officers of the Royal Air Force, he states omong other things: 

“**éThere is no mobilization period in air warfare. The first attack by air 
vxon these islands would coincide with, if not precede, the formal declaration of 
war. Failure to check the enery's bombing squadrons might cause a state of panic 
in densely populated areas which, to say the least, would be ewbarrassing. Defeat 
in the first aeriel encounters, if it were followed by marked inferiority in the 
air, would expose our dockyards and military centers to ineessent bombing, and thus 
reduce the other fichting services to temporary impotence. The course of the war 
wight be determined during the first ten days, The initial phase might be dev.cive. 

' To meet the menace of cir attack, a new defense system has been rendered noe 
essary, whose first line is the Royal Air Force. Inevitably the new organization 
has been critieized, if not condemned. It cuts, across sentiment and tradition, 1:%o 
every other innovation; it encrosches, supplants, poaches on old preserves, ana wi'.., 
if it is properly applied, sacrifice the hoariest vested interests to efiiciency - 
economy. Some of the criticism hes been constructive and, as such, welcome, There 
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is always a tendency to go too fast in the exhilarating atmosphere of new ideas, 
But many critics have displayed either ignorance of, or unwillirgness to face, the 
facts of the present situation, 

Naval and militery authorities in all parts of the Empire are still apt to 
regard eir operations as in the main auxiliary to their own, and to forget the 
third dimension, There are still some who carry their obduracy so far as to deny 
that the first line of defense is in the air. The warning given by Field Marshal 
Foch upon this subject should be posted in every Admiralty and War Office. It is 
as follows: 'The potentialities of aircraft attack on a large scale are almost in- 
calculable, but it is clear that such attack, owing to its crushing moral effect on 
a nation, may impress public opinion to the point of disarming the Government, and 
thus become decisive," *##* . 

Again, while e firsteclass airman is a national asset, no country can afford 
to keep sécond-raté pilots and mechanics; far too much is at stake. Scouting and 
spotting for a fleet or army are simple tasks compared to those which are required 
of a fighting pilot in air warfare. Continuous employment at the former renders 
the best men less efficient for the latter; and, although the convenience of the 

other arms should be studied and met as far as possible, the fact remains that 
every pilot and mechanic in the land must be available and ready for the all-in. 
‘portant service of repelling air attack if and when the emergency should arise, 

In these conditions, the training of all air personnel has to be uniform; the ‘most 
hopeless cunfusion would prevail if there were two schools of thought. 

Any scheme of Empire Air Defense must be based on cooperation between the 
three fighting services. As air forces, because of their cheapness and effective- 
ness, tend increasingly to replace land and sea forces, many delicate questions 
of command will heve to be settled. In matters of this kind, decisions cannot 
profitably be based on actual conditions: they should take into account conditions 
so far as they be foreseen, at least ten years ahead, Thereby money i8 saved, the 
bickering between departments is forestalled end to some extent mitigated. It is, 
or by now should be, axiomatic, that where a large air force is required, to put 
it under the control of men, however competent in other respects, who do not un- 
derstand its functions, is always wasteful, and will often prove to be disastrous, 
Responsibility for air operations should never be divided. Air tactics are so 
different from military or naval tactics that only in special circumstances is it 
possible to combine them; to subordinate the action of units with the mobility of 
air squadrons to that of units on land or sea is to harness Pegasus to a cart.***" 
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GASOLINE FOR THE PAN-AMERICAN FLIGHT 
‘It will take 10,000 gallons of gasoline to service each one of the five am-- 
phibian planes on the Pan-American flight around South America, according te a 
recent announcement of the Chief of Air Corps. Approximately 50,000 gallons of 
gasoline, 2,000 gallons of benzol and 5,000 gallons of lubricating oil have been 
shipped to the various ports of call to be visited by the Army fliers. 

‘When the planes hop off, each will’carry a main tank filled with 140 gallons 
of gasoline, and an auxiliary tank of 60 gallons capacity containing 80 per cent 
gasoline and 20 per cent benzol. The contents of the auxiliary tank will be 
used on take-offs and climbs in order to give the maximum power to the motor when 
the latter is running wide open during these critical moments, As soon as the 
Ships reech the desired cruising altitude the main tank will be switched on in 
place. of the auxiliary tank. 

The cost of the Pan-American Flight will be met from the 1927 Army Air Corps 
appropriation for training and gross-country flying. It has not necessitated 
any special appropriation by Congress. 

---000--- 


A HARD SERVICE TEST FOR THE PW-9 ATRPLANE 


Lieuts. &.M. Merrick and R.W. Douglas, Jr., of France Field, Panama, recent- 
ly tested two PW-9's to determine whether this type of plane would function prop- 
erly while flying under water. The two officers had made a cross-country trip 
from France Field to a little town in the Republic of Panama, known as Aguadulce, 
which in English means Sweet Water, 

This little town lies about 130 miles south of France Field, 2 comparatively 
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short hop for a FW, but they "hit water". The eirmen had decided to take off froi 
Agucdulce for France “ield at about 3:30 P.M, Flyins conditions at Asusdulce and 

in the general direction of France Field appesred to be favoratle when the planes 
took the air, but after flying less than 10 minutes the pilcts knew that one of 
those fast and fvrious tropical storms had surrounded them or, in other words, 

they had "hit water" and plenty of it. They looked back with the idea of return- 
ing to Aguadulce, but nothing but thick black clouds rsreeted them in that directicn., 
likewise in the direction of France Field. They tried in vein to cet above or 
around the clouds, and finally decided to push ahead end try to make France Field, 

The two little pursuit shins stood the “gaff". They flew for more than 100 
miles in one of the hardest downpours of tropical rein seen for many a day in Panon 
The pilots declared that the rain wes so heavy that they could hardly see the tins 
of the wings of their planes. Neither knew what had hapnened to the other under th« 
cincumstances, Lieut. Merrick finally landed at France Field while Lieut. Dourlas 
who missed the field by about five miles, landed at a small emerreency field known 
as the Fort Sherman Field. He was brought over to France Field by boat, and the 
next morning returned to Fort Shermen and flew the plane tack to the field. 

Toth planes returned in perfect condition and the pilots declared that their 
sotors had not missed once during their more then one hour's trying experience in 
tie terrific rain storm, 
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MAPPING THE FORT RILEY MILITARY RESERVATION 


Lieut. Harvey ¥. Dyer, Air Corns, Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas, Assistant 
Photographic Officer, and Staff Set. Walsh are now making a mosaic photographic 
map of the entire Fort Kiley military reservation and surrounding country to a dis- 
tance of approximately 25 wiles on each side of the reservation, from an altitude 
of 11,500 feet, 


---000--= 
JAPAN HONORS WORLD FLIERS 


Appreciating the wonderful feat accomplished by the Army Air Corps pilots in 
circling the globe by airplane, the Jananese Government recently conferred decora- 
tions on members of the Round-the-World Flight. Colonel Noburu Morita, Imperial 
Japanese Army, Military Attache, accompanied by Major Kituichi ‘Abe and Captain 
Soburo tsoda, Imperial Japanese Army, wede the presentation of the decorations to 

he Hon. Dwight F. Davis, Secretary of War, who accepted them on behalf of the per- 
sonnel of the flight, all of whom being too distant to make it practicable for ther 
to attend in person, Among those present at the presentation were Major Generals 
John L. Hines end Mason M. Patrick. 

Ceptain Lowell !, Smith, Lieuts, Leslie P. Arnold and Henry H. Ogden were 
awerded the Orcer of the Sacred Treasure, while Lieuts., Leigh Wade, Erik H. Nelson 
and John Harding, Jr., were awerded the Order of the Rising Sun. 

The decoration for Lieut. Wace, now out of the service, was made to him at 
Governors Island, N.Y. by Brig. General Hugh A. Drum, in the presence of the antire 
Headquarters Staff and many prominent persons interested in seronavtics. 

Lieut, Ogden's decoration was conferred on him at Seifridge Field, Mich., on 
December 12th vy Mejor Thomas G. Lanphier, Commanding Officer of that field. the 
ceremony took place in a hangar on account of rainy weather. All of the squadrons 


of the field were lined up in formation when the presentation took platy, uni onus 
visitors were also present. The citation awarding the decoration to Lieut. O7ceu 


was read by Chaplain U'Neill. A letter from the Japanese Ambassador et Washington 
was read along with the citation. 

After being congretulated by Major Lanphier and other officers on the wo:4, an 
eerial review wes held for Lieut. Ogden and later he, with a dslezation trou “le 
field, attended a reception to General Umberto Nobile, an Italien eirkywan, who visn 
Roald Amundsen, the famous explorer, and Lincoln Ellsworth, flew across the North 
Pole last summer in a dirigible. 

Lieut. Ogden was a mechanician in the plane piloted by Lieut. Wade. Those 
two fliers had the mishap of being forzed down inty the Atlertic Ocemn waite 
the hop from the Orkney Islends to Icelund, They were rescuwd by the U.S, Gracray 
RICHMOND, 

Lieuts, Nelson and Arnold received their decoreticns on December 6th at Fer 
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liacArthur, near Los Angeles, Calif., Lieut.-Col, William G. Peace, Commarding Of- 
ficer of the post, making the presentution, The Japanese Consul, Chuichi Ohashi, 
was among those attending the ceremony. 

"Smiling Jack" Harding, who was the mechanic in the World Cruiser, "New Orleun. 
piloted by Lieut, Nelson, came to New Orleans, Le., December 3rd and, in the pres- 
ence of a sroup of Army officers of the 87th Division, was presented with his dec- 
oration by Colonel Robert P. McMillan, Chief of Staff of that Division, as the 
oificers stood ai salute in front of the Army Supply Base. Harcing continued to 
siile in the wey which, according to Lieut. Nelson and other of the world fliers, 
won him friends from the frigid north to the tropical countries where the fliers 
touched, as he was given the white and yellow pendant and button insignia and as 
he shook the hand of M. Yagi, Japanese Consul-General at New Orleans. Lieut. Hard-. 
ing is now engaged in air mail flying at Tampa Fla. 

The award of the decoration to Captain Lowell H. Smith, now stationed in 
Hawaii, has no doubt been made by this time, but no report has yet been received 
in regard thereto. 


---000<-- 
OFFICERS FROM OTHER BRANCHES TRANSFER TO AIR CORPS 


Ten officers from other branches of the Army were recently detailed to the 
Air Corps and orderec to proceed to Brooks Field, Texas, for primary flying train- 
ing, viz: Capieins James P,. Lyons, Ralph F, Love, lst Lieut. Charles M, Adams, Jr., 
and 2nd Lieut. Win. VY. O'Connor, Infantry; Capt. ‘im. E. Barott and 2nd Lt. Eyrle G. 
Johnson, Cavalry; Capt, Harold Kernan, ist Lieut. Harold J. Guernsey, 2nd Lieuts. 
Robert M, Cannon and Conrad i., Boyle, Field Art. 
---000--= 


AVIATION ACTIVITIES IN FRANCE 


5100 Miles of Flight: 

Lt. Schwitter and Adjutant Doizon, both of the 33rd Regiment of Aviation 
(French), Mayence, Germany, recently completed a 5100-mile flight with a service 
type Breguet 19 plane equipped with a Renault 480 H.P. motor. Bad weather condi- 
tions were encountered, and numerous landings made during the two weeks of the 
flight. The aviators flew over France, Spain, the Mediterranean, Morocco, Algeria 
and then returned to their station in the occupied region of Germany. The plane 
and engine had been in service for over a year prior to‘the flight, but no diffi- 
culty was experienced. 





France-Nadagascar Cruise: 

The Madagascar flight in two Naval planes has not progressed as well as had 
been hoped, Lt. Guilbeaud was detailed at Bemako, Africa, awaiting spare parts 
with which to repair his seaplane. Lt. bernard continuing the flight has reached 
Fort Johnson on Lake Nyassa,. The next hop will be to Guillimane. He has already 
covered 8,200 miles, 





Large Beacon Installed near Paris: 

A night beacon, said to be the largest in the world, was recently installed on 
Mount Valerien, neer Paris, In clear weather this searchlight cap be seen for a 
distance of 62 miles, end is of 1,000,000,000 candle power, The next largest beacu:: 
in France, of 100,000,000 candle power, is at St. Affrique, near Dijon. 

Itelian engineers are studying the possibility of installing a beacon on Mount 
Etna, Sicily, similar to that on Mount St, Affrique. This light would be visible 
for a sreat distance, due to its 10,000 initial height, end would be of great aid 
to aerial navigation in the Mediterranean. 





Aeronautical Exhibition in Peris: 
The 10th Annual Aeronauticel Exhibition opened at the Grand Palais, Paris, on 
Dec. 3rd, under the auspices of the French Aeronautical Chamber of Commerce, and 
lasted two weeks. A feature of this year's show was the number of machines ex- 
hibited which have proved themselves by meritorious flights. The increasing use 
of metal, and more particularly Duralumin, as an aircraft construction may riel ves 
also a noteworthy feature. Cniy 3 British aircraft firms had exhibits at the chew 
the W.G, Armstrong-Whitworth Aircraft, Ltd., demonstrating their "Ajax" tyo-se.ccr, 
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with Armstrong-Siddeley "Taguar" engine; the Armetrong-Siddeley Motors REBAR INE 
a full range of aero engines - the "Gene", "Monzoose", "Lynx", and "Jaguar", and 
the Bristol Asroplane So. showing their "Cherub", "Lucifer" and "Jupiter" engines. 
Practically oll of the *rench manufacturers of planes, motors and accessories 
were represented by important exhibits. Moving pictures were shown and every effort 
was made to interest the general public in the progress of aeronautics, 
---000--- 


NEW ATR LINZ IN ITALY 


The Itelian Government granted the Transadriatic Co. (Cepital Lire 500,000) 
concession to organize and operate for experimental purposes and under certain 
conditions, a commercial air line between Venice, Klagenfurt and Vienna. The con- 

cession has a duration of one year, berinning from the date service is actually 
started, and may be extended by the Italian Air Ministry for a period of time to 
vs established according to the requirements of traffic. The Company is authorized 
to transport passengers and freight and will be paid a subsidy of 12 Lire for each 
kilometer actually flom. On each flight to Vienna the Company will carry 50 kg. 
of mail matter, of which 5 kg. will be free of any charge and for the remaining 
45 it will receive a compensation of 10 Lire per kg. from the Italian Postmaster 
General. Service will be started with two Junkers F. 13 cabin landplanes. A third 
machine will be put on the line es soon as daily service is started, and later a 
Caproni CA-73-bis commercial plane will also be used. 

---000-=- 


BRAKES FOR AIRPLANES 
By M. Jacovs 


Brakes for airplanes are not a new development. As early as 1910, it is said 
they were used on certain tyves. These were usually separate wheel brakes and 
used more for controlling the plane in taxying than for breaking the speed in 
landing. When used for landing there was usually a tendency to send the plane over 
on its nose, and their adoption for Army planes was not advocated. 

Early in 1925, however, the Air Corps Engineering Division at McCook Field 
undertook the study and development of brakes for the Douglas DT-1 for the purpose 
of increasing the efficiency of its ground control, The rudder of this airplane 
was hopelessly inadequate for taxying, it being almost impossible to take the plane 
cross wind if the wind velocity wes 10 miles an hour or greater. Due to the fact 
that the center of gravity is only a «short distance aft of the axles when in tax- 
ying position, it was believed that the brakes could not be applied a sufficient 
anount to materially cut down the roll without nosing the airplane over. I% ap- 
peared probable that the directional control could be materially improved by brak- 
ing either whecl separately. Disc type brakes were used, these being readily 

adapted to the chassis. A dural disc, sufficiently conical to lie parallel to. the 
spokes, was riveted to the rim of the wheel, The disc was extended to the center 
where it rested on the hub of the wheel, Outside of this was the braking disc 
lined with rabestos. It was ectuated by cams placed at the end of the axle. These 
cams in turn were actuated by cables leading through the axles to pedals in the 
cockpit. After some changes, these brakes functioned satisfactorily and are still 
in regular service. The ground control of the airplane is now exdellent. In ad- 
dition, the roll of the airplane after landing was cut down from approximately 
1,000 feet to approximately 350 feet by the use of the brakes and with no noticeable 
tendency toward nosing over. 

The next brakes developed by the Enginecring Division were separately cone 
trolled hydraulic brakes for the Pel airplane. These were designed similarly to 
conventional type internal expanding automobile brakes, A control mechanism was 
patterned after that used in the Chrysler automobile, In connection with this 
project, it was necessary to design and construct a wheel incorporating an inter- 
nal brake drum, A disc wheel was designed and constructed of duralumin which had 
the necessary requirements. When this wheel was static tested it was found to 
compare favorably in strength anc weight with the same size wire spoke wheel 
despite the fact that it incorporated a brake drum, Ths hydraulic brakes designed« 
for the Pl airplane were finally installed on a P-2 and are now undergoing ser= 
vice tes 

To date the brakes and wheels that so with them have had landings correspond- 
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ing to approximately 59 hours of ordinary flight service. Except for a hub failure 
in one wheel, neither the brakes nor. wheels have required any special attention, 
their performarce being quite satisfactory. The greatest difficulty encountered 
with these trales was the installation of the control parts. The cockpit of this 
airplane is very cramped and it wes exceedingly difficult to find room to place 
the brake pedals. The present vedal installation is unsatisfactory and a new sys- 
ten is being desicned. This will consist of a flop pecal movnted on the rudder 
pecal so that it will be possible for the pilot io operate the brakes without re- 
moving his feet from the rudder pedals and the rudder and brakes can be operated 
Siuultaneously, 


\ 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS 


Luke Field, TH. 





Three Martin Bombers and two DH-4M's from Luke Field made an inter-island 
flight to the Island of Kauai, on October 26th. The flight left Luke Field at 
about 7:15 A.M,, rendezvoused with three F-5L's from the Neval Air Station, ond 
proceeced to Kauai, The seaplanes landed at Newiliwili Bay, while the land planes 
proceeded to the Hawaiian Airways Field at the Lihue Dairy, returning to Luke 
Field two days later, 

Racio communication with Luke Field was maintained during the entire flight 
in both directions, In addition, one of the enlisted men set up his own 5 watt 
short wave set on the field at Lihie Dairy, using an anteunae strung between two 
Martins, end by 2:00 P.M. on the 26th had established communication with the 
emateur station at Luke Field, using a 40 meter wave length. The following per- 
sonnel participated in the flight: Pilots - Captains Henry Pascale, LicycuL. 
Harvey; lst Lieuts. James D. Givens, George W. Polk and Cadet. Gilbert L. Tefit; 
Fassengers = Major P.E. Van Nostrand, Commander; Captain John P. Beeson, M.O., 
ist Lieuts. Robert S. Worthington and Dovid W. Goodrich, Observers; Ctaff Sgt. 
Philip Monroy, Sgt, Wellace Yager and Pvt. Harold L. McLean, Crew Chiefs; Mr. Sgt. 
Albert C. Grenger, Sgt. James N, MacAdams and Corp. Earl W. Rohl, Radio Operators. 

The Department Commnder wade his annual inspection of Luke Field on the 
mornings of October lith and 12th. The program for the llth included a review, 
infantry drill, mass calisthenics, and. inspection of the various activities and 
organizations at “he post, An inspection of airplanes on the line, followed by 
& tactical demonstration constituted tho prograu for tho sécond.nosning,. Tne. «4% 
tactical demonstration donsistcd of pursuit gunnery and dive bombing, intermedi- 
ate anc high altitude bombing and bombardment gunnery, 

The Department Comnander was very well pleased with the tactical demonstra- 
tion and with the accuracy of. the machine gunnery and bombing. 

Lieuts, Ridenour, licPike, Weikert, Frost and Minty arrived on the CHATEAU 
THIERRY on Nov. 3rd. Capt, Meredith, Lieut. Brow, and Mrs, Worthington and 
children, returning from leave on the mainiand, arrived on the THOMAS Nov. 5th. 
Capt. Whitesides, Lieuts., Beau, McDarment and Corkille, with their families, en 
route to the Philippines, stopped overnight at Honolulu while the THONAS was 
coaling. To honor the new arrivals and those en route to the Philippines, a 
formal "Transport Aloha" dance was held at the Luke Field Cfficers' Club on the 
night the THOMAS was in port. 

The officers' volley ball league entered the last round with the 19th Squad- 
ron officers in the lead, closely pressed by their rivals of the 6th and 7énd 
Squadrons, 

Hallow-e'en was aypropriately celebrated by the entire post, the officers 
holding a costume dance Oct. 30th, and the enlisted men a barn dance on the 29th. 
For the enlisted men's dance the 6th Pursuit Squadron hangar wasy decorated with 
streamers, flags, harness and straw. Wegons filled with straw were furnished 
to carry the guests from the Luke Field boathouse to the dance floor. The big 
event of the evening was the prize welts, First prize was won by Mrs. Calcagno y 
and Staff Sct. Britten, with Hrs. Porter and Sgt. Davenport a close second, Music 
for the dance was furnished by the Luke Field orchestra. 

The officers costume dence was held at the Luke Field Officers’ Club on 
Saturdey night. Capt. and Mrs. Lowell Smith won the prize for the best costumes, 
with Mrs. Gehres and Lieut. J.5. Griffith battled to a draw in the Charleston 
contest. 


Wright Field, Fairfield, Ohio. 








Major H.H. Arnold, from Marshall Field, recently made a brief visit, being the | 
guest of Major and lirs. Brett, Major Arnold ferried back to Marshall Field an 
O-l airplane. 

Lieut. Harold L. Clar!: reported for duty in October and was assigned to the 
Engineering Department. 

Lieut. E.C. Whiteheed, accompanied by his wife and children, made a short 
trip to Kansas, where it is planned Mrs, Whitehead will visit with her parents 
Quring Lieut. Whitehead's absence on the Pan-American flight. 

Capt. J.A. Davidson and Lieut. Geo. A. McHenry flew airplanes from this 
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station to their home station at Fort Crockett, Texas, 

Lieut, Clarence Shankle ferried a JNS to his home station, Boston Airpert, 
early in November. 

Mejor Wn.A. Bevan, Reserve Corps, who in civilian life is a professor of 
mechanical engineering at Perdue University, brought several students to Wright 
Field for e tour of inspection. 

Lieut. Harry E. Dinger, of Bolling Field, ferried a number of students to the 
Technicel School at Chanute Field and stopped at Wricht Field en route, 

Set. Haynes of Offutt Field, Nebd., brought a Curtiss Jenny to the Repair Shops 
for overhaul and ferried another Jenny to his home station. 

Lisut. C.E. O’Counor left for Langley Field Nov, 4ih, ferrying ‘an 0-2 which 
had been overhauled in the Repair Shops. Lieut, O'Conner recently came to tnis 
Station from Mitchel Field, 

Three officers, Lieuts. 0.0, Niergarth, C.W. Pyle and C.7, O'Connor, flew 
Nov. 13th to McKeesport, Pa., to assist in the dedication of Netsis Field. 

Lieut. Isaiah Davies arrived Nov. 17th from Richards Field to secure a 
DH-4M-2 which had been overneuled in the shops, 

A meeting of the Cfficers' Club Nov, 19th, Capt. Morris Berman was elected 
Governor, Lieut. $.G. Frierson, Secretary, and Lieut. C.C. Nutt, Member of the 
Board of Governors. , 

A Thenksgiving perty wes siven by the Welfare Association Nov. 19th. Preced- 
ing the dence several turkeys and geese were reifled off for the benefit of the 
Association. 

A farewell party and dinner for Lieut. Wm. J. Hanlon and Lieut. and Mrs. 
Malcolm N, Stewart was given at the Officers' Club on Nov. 7th. 

The following were prerent at the Army and Navy football game at Chicago: 
Major and Mrs, Geo. H. brett, who went with Lieut. and Mrs. E.R. Pase; Major and 
Mrs. A.W. Robins, who treveled with Lieut. and Mrs. H.a. bertron; Lt. and Mrs. H.G. 
Montgomery; and Capt. anc Mrs. Edward Laughlin 

At a dance given Nov. 24th at lcCook Field, the entire commissioned personnel 
of Wright Field atteuded. Guests of honor were Gen. and Mrs. Wm, E. Gidimors, who 
just returned from a brief visit in Texas. Gen. Gillirore recently puechased & 
residence in Oakwood, just outside of the city limits cf Dayton, anc ne ard Mra, 
Giilmore are taking their place in social and eivic affairs in the city of Dayton, 

Volley Ball, which has now taken the place of outdoor sports for the winter 
months, will soon have the center of the staze, Athletic: events appropriate to *'é 
the indoor season will be staged throughout the winter. We do not have earn 
snow for real “winter sports", s uch as skiing, tobegganing, curling, snowshoe 
hiking, etc., vut we make the best of existing conditions, and exercise is a 
neglected during the four cold months. 


Field Scrvice Section, Fairfield, 0. 





The Air Corps interchangeebie list of standard parts was iss ued early in 
November and distributed to ail stations. It is hoped it will be a labor-saver 
“to all supply officers. 

Capt. S.A. Blair wes appointed Chief of Maintenance, resuming the same work 
wnich he started five yoars ago. He returned to his former position with new 
enthusiasm, 

The following cross-country flights were made by personnel of the Field Ser- 
vice Section; Capt.-S.A. Bicir and Lieut. B.M,. Giles to Selfridge Field on Nov. — 
22nd on business of the Ficid Service Section; Lisut. B.F. Giles and Mr. Roy Isaacs 
to Selfridge Field on Nov. Sth in connection with maintenence work on aircraft 
engines; Lieut. J.L. Steoume to Selfridge Field, returning Nov. 10th; Lieut. 0.0. 
Niergarth to Selfridge Ficid Oct. 22nd, returning on the 25th; Lieut. Robert E 
Selff to Langley Field Nov, 3th: for the purpose of rendering assistance to that 
field in connection with any of thair existing supply problems, returning Nov. 13th; 
Lieut. E.C. Whitehead to Core: Avea Headquarters at Coluribus, Ohio, on business of 
the Pan-American Flight. jew. sien Pian expects to see the Central and South 
American landscape from the alr within a short time. 

Major Carl Spatz' was ca Viditor here Oct. 20 and 2lst to make arrangements for 
the allocetions of airplanes during tae next a 

Mir. E. G. Lupton, Shop Supt. ay Acckwell Air Intermediate Depot, spent set- 
eral deys at the Field Service Socticn and the Fairfield Air Intermediate Depot. 

He is pertisularly interested in tne work of airplane renair. - 
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Mr. C.H. Calder and ilr, W.D. Kennedy left Oct. 22nd for an extended tour of 
several Air Corvs stations in the eest to investigate supply and waintenance 


‘problems, While at Bolling Field they co-operated with Major H.S. Burwell, who is 


installing an improved system of maintenance inspection. 

Capt. Morris Berman, a recent arzival from Washington, was appointed Chief of 
the Materiel Rranch, his assistants being Lieuts, J.L. Stromme, M.S. Lawton and 
Herry G. Montgomery, nied 

On Oct. 27th Lt. Wm, J, Hanlon arrived from Washington en route to the Phil- 
ippines, His friends wish him the best of luck on his trip to the {slands. 


Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., Nov, 22. 








Recent rains have benefitted the flying field and have not interfered with 
landing or taking off in any way. 

Mr. Leslie Towers, Air Corps Reserve, passed thru here recently on his way to 
Seatvle, Wash, For the past month he was at San Diego, Calif., with a new Boeing 
Pursuit ship - the F-2-B, equipped with a Pratt-Whitney "400" air cooled radial 
engine. The Navy has been running service tests on it and find that a few minor 
changes have to be made, . 

Lieut. Peterman, Air Corps, Calif. Nat'l Guard, arrived from Los Angeles, Nov. 
19th, piloting a Jenny, to see the California-Stanford football game at Berkeley. 

Capt. C.E. Giffin, pilot, with Capt. Huncker, 9.M.C., of Rockwell Field, passed 
thru on a cross-country flight. 

Lieut, Erik Nelson flew uv from Los Angeles on the 19th. ’ 

Major George H, Peabody zsports thet Lt. Jack Glascock is a permanent fixture 
at all the football games held at berkeley, Calif., and that the Univ. of Califor- 
nia has come to look upon his presense as an omen cf good luck, It has been rus- 
mored that he has been giving his views on the progress of each game by means of 
smoke signals from his pipe. 

Capt. David A. Myers, our Flight Surgeon, gave a talk to the Reserve Officers 
of the Procurement Branch of the Air Corps on active duty at Hdgrs. @th Corps Area. 
Capt, Myers stressed the fact that the procurement of good, safe materials for the 
Air Corps was most important. His talk was so interesting that the officers were 
sorry when Capt, Myers had finished. : 

Crissy Field Basketball team won its first game in the Post League on Nov. 
16th, defeating Co. E, 30th Infantry, 25 to 16. 

Lieut, Jchn W. Benton left Nov. 19th for San Antonio to join the personnel of 


the Air Corps making the Pan-American tour. A dinner dance was given in his honor, 


all officers and their wives being present. We all wish Lt, Bentcn success on his 
flight. 

Lieut, Frank D. Hackett, Engineering Officer, showed a class of Reserve en= 
listed men avound the Ficld recently, These men were taken thru all the depart- 
ments on the field and a specialist at the head of each one explained its workings. 

Crissy Field is fortunats in having one of the best squadron kitchens in the 
Army, It is medern and up-to-date, being equipped with a large steam tavle, a 
dishwashing machine, sterilizer, potato pesler, etc. The mess hall itself has 
been meade very attractive, It has curtains for the windows; the tables have been 
made spick and span with suitable covering; pictures of California scenery hang on 
the walls and a radio loud speaker furnishes music at meal time. 


Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., Nov. 27th, 
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It is the opinion of the pilots at Crissy Field that the pilots of the Pacific 
Air Transport Company have the most difficult flying in the world. As a rule they 
take off at Los Angeles at 12:01 A.M. and frequently climb thru fog to an altitude 
of 5000 feet and head for Bakersfield and San Francisco. The results of this 
night flying on the Pacific coest are watched with interest. 

in spite of the downpour of rain to a depth of six inches during the week, the 
flying field is in good condition. The water runs off almost immediately and the 
field can be used at all times. 

The Flight Surgeon, Capt. David A. Myers, has been illustrating the reliabil- 
ity of the turn and bank indicator by means of rigging the instrument to the Jones- 
Barany cheir and putting the pilot thru the various movements. The reliability of 
the piloté' reactions and of the ingtruments' actions were shown and a lesson in 
the importance of co-ordination driven home. 
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A handbell court is being built'on the Exust side of the barracks-for thé use 
of the officers and men of Crissy Ficld. 4 cement retaining wall, built to prevent 
slides, witli be utilized as<the back board. Our athletic equipment is i 
increasing. 

Reports have been coming in concerning aaah. Jack Glascock's activities with 
his pipe smcke-signalling apparatus at the Stanford-California football geme Nov, 
20th. At critical periods of the game it was observed that he attempted to la ya 
smoke screen on the line of scrimiaze but, due to a choppy cress wind, the acri id 
fumes from His ancient vipe almost obscured his side of the.stadium. 

Lieut, Wilfred J, Paul reported Nov, 16th from two gonths' leave and Was as@ 
signed to duty as Asst. Transportation Officer, 


Lt. Alfred W, Marriner tere Nov. 20th for ne Calif., on a ten-day 
hunting trip. 





Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., Dec. 6th. 


Major Emmons, lst Lieuts. Haskett and Glascock, 2nd Lts. Bryte and Henry and 
SSgt. Woodruff departed for Rockwell Field to ferry back JN- 6 airplanes to this 
Station for Réserve officers’ training. 

'. Lieuts. Haynes and Paul are so well up in’ their travshooting that they. can 
afford to give their opponents approximately 10% handicap, Small wagers have been 
made as to the outcome end sometimes the handicap has pucven hicll for who. opponents. 
ine 7A nieee of chimuiseis: pref crable to cloth for wiping gogglettes in wet weather, 

“George Dixon, football star and All Coast basketbhll guard, will take the ex- 
amination for commission in the Air Corps a year from next June. 

Contrary to the general conception that the Air Corps is composed of ‘small men, 
it is pointed out that 22 out of the 30 men on the varsity football squad of the 
University of Californie are members of the Air Corps ROTC. The University of 
California unit also cortains several men who have won the "big C" in crew, base-" 
ball, basketball and track. There are also men on the boxing, wrestling, golf, 
-Swimming, gymnasium and tennis squads, which are listed as minor sports, the circle 
"C" being the emblem awarded, The Air Corps rifle team is always toward the top 
in:.all meets. They also have.a 12-man pistol team working under the suvervision 
of Lieut. Barnett, Air Corps, Asst. to the Officer in Charge of Training. it is 
to be regretted that-to date no representatives can be found on the tiddle-di-winks 
team, but it is a on good a that the defect will be remedied immed- 
intely. 

Lieut. Glascock, a California big "gn man, is constantly on the alert to keep 
their interest stimulated with advice and is present at every meet. He is as much 
a part of their work as his pipe is a part of himself. But he has not been able 
to get over to the dampus very: much since the rains started, cue to the fact that 
his pipe lacked sufficient prctecticn from the inclement weather; however, a rain- 
‘proof pipe cover is now in the process of manufacture and, when completed, will be 
installed with fitting ceremony. 


Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., Dec. 13. 





Major General Eli Helmick, of the Inspector Gen.'s Dept., inspected the field 
December 8th. 

A party of Reserve Officers from the Corps of Engineers also made an inspec- 
tion of the field on the morning of the same day. 

Capt. B.A. Palmer, A.C. Reserve, reported for 15 days' active duty. 

Lieut, and Mrs. Prentiss, who have been staying here on leave, left on the 
transport CAMBRAI for Hawaii. 


Master Sgt. Thomas J. Fowler and Staff Sgt. Paul L. Woodruff filed their 
applications for commission, ; 


Twenty-three applicants were scheduled to take the examination for Flying 
Cadet training on December 14th. 


49th bombardment Squadron, Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Md. 





There have been several changes in the organization lately, but the biggest 
‘surprise was to see Lt, Jimmie Hewins come anbling in after a ten menths' rest at 
Walter Reed. Jim had a little argument with a Martin lastifall and camé cff second 
best. He has taken over the duties of Squadron Engineering Officer as well as the 
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irnament end Communications Sections. 
L+. Tohn Dulligan, 2 recent arrival fror Ke 
the jo” as Squadron Supply Offices 


oS 


elly Fielé, was promptly assigned 
- He has since acquired the Post hxchenge. His 
arrival brought the commissioned strength of the orgenizetion us te six. 
< Lieut. 8.5. Thompson was relieved from duty and departed for Kelly Field to 
aes ait in the Pan- Americon Flighs. 
. ar 2 G. Cressey 
r 


Lit iorweriy or duty with the 18+h Airship Co., here, coi 
plete ea he Observers! cou 


? 

s3 eat Ksily and sailed for Hawaii. 

Warrant Cfficer Frank Bahel has been transferred to Luugley Field fer duty 
The hunters of the Seuadron are taking fuli advantage of the ¢ *. 

pursue the elusive cuck and are returning duily with good bags. Several of our 

friends from the Chief's cifice also crop out cf the sky occesiona t 

luck as Nimrods. Auwong these fiying up recently were Mai. Hariaez 


i 
tad 
' 

P 


GON ahh issue vOTIiGts 
It is reported that lst Sgt. W.A. Innes, discharged the latter part of Ovtcher, 
intends to retucn to his native heaths of Bonny Scctland Miao" has been Tep Kick 
fer the past seven years end his loss will be fels by the entire ercenisation, 
Staif Set. W.f. Side-Livermore was appointed to fill the vacancy end is lenving ne 
doubt jin the minds of our numerous recruits as to nis ability 40 handle the jub. 
, Tech. Sgt. Samuel Davis returned from a six montns' detail on detached service 


n 


et Hartfora, Conn., where he was acting as pilot for tests in connection with cloud 
Gispersing materiel. . = 
Tech. Sgt. U.S. Nero, neving tired of the Squadron Mess, decidod to open a mess 

of his own and hes takon unte himsolf awifse. The Squadron extends its conpratue 
letions and best wishes to our iatest newly-weds, Auong the gifts was a deautiarvl 
electric vsreols avor with cream und sugar to match from the noncomaissivued offigers 
of the organization, 

‘On Thanksgiving the Sqiadron Mess, under the direction of Mess Sg*. Karl i 


son, turned out e dinner which wouTd have been a credit te any cook. fn accorcance 


with a st anding custem oy the DS 6 the commissioned personaéel wWers tae 
vited to partake of the well prepared @inner = an opportunity of vanish all Toiled 
thenseives, Those present inctuded Maj. and Mrs. H. Geiger, Lieut. and Mrs. G.H, 
Steel, Lieuts. W.H. Bleakiey, James Hewine and Jonn Duliigur. 

The Post Footvali team, ag tN principally cf men from this organization, 
just completed a series of games which resulted in three games beng won end three 
lost. The teem vencuished aed Elst Coast Pe te 350 to 6; Varad Athietic Clud, 
7 to O end Cnemical ‘Wesfare Service, 6 t ae ag Bdge wood gee 4 
to Frederick ..Avhletic Club,. 6 to O and as meh 6. Lisut, Durligan was 
the team coach; Staif Set. Zombro, Captain 

During the winter months a school wz : 
organizetion. “Five hours per week will e J 
in motors, airpienes, arimmant ond communications, he jaan eee oa 
enlisted pilots and borbers will have practical work in bombing, © 3 
etc. Lieut. W.H, Bleakiey, Operetions Officer, was assigned as Sch 


° 


this course of instruction. 
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rance Field, Paname Senal Zone. 





Frence Field was a very busy place during @ctober. Many changes in personnel, 
old-timers going back to the States and newoomers —_ to try a hitch in Panama, 


‘Lieut.-Col. A.G: Fisher end family are row very comfortably located in the 
> . ™ 1, 
Commanding Officers quarters, previously ames eh Major Folett Bradley. The 


Colonel is so well satisfied with his nev quarters that he rensily feels ple eased 
that he has three years before moving agcin. 

Major Beverley, our ‘Post and Flight Surgeon, is kept very busy these days, 
being the only surgeon on the ficid., Pesides looxing after and caring for the Post 
Hospital, he spends much tise on the Flying field cbserving flying conditions of 
the pilots. 

Lieut.-Col. Hed. Nichols, M.C., Devartment Sanitary Inspector, has been very 
kind to France Field during the past *wo months, cerm.tting his sanitary gangs to 
work onc day each week on the flying field exceevoring to drain the field of its 
many water holes. ‘The coionel wade severel trips by air from Balboa to Fra nce 
Field, 

Lieut. R.T. Zane, Supply Officer, reports that funds were received a nd he is 
now constructing a proper system of “leakage” te the field by instal.ing a evstem 
of concrete ditches. He states these ditvnas will care for the drainage during the 
worst kind of rain, 

ai Se V-5629, A.C. 








nA number of interesting cross-country flights were made during the month into 
the San Blas Indian Country, located to the northeast of France Field, where the 
white end bionde Indiens are supposed to live. , 

Lieut. Robt. EB. Williams, the mewly-wea" , just returned to the field after 
Spending a two weeks' honeymoon in the San Blas country, A rather remote piac3 to 
take a pride, but both the Lievt. and Mrs. Williams reported a very nleatené <8, 

France Field performed its first night observation mission on Océ. 2ith, when 
actual firing from six inch rifles wes carried out. The mission was performed by 
Lievts, Parker and McHuge, 7th Obs.Sudn., and the firing by the Coast Artillery at 
Fort Sherman. Eight shots slow and two shots ravid were fired at a moving varget 
at a distance’of 8,00C yas. The target was illuminated by shore sesechlights. 1. 
Lieut. McHugo, the cbserver, reported all shots were plainly visibie. Two-way radio 
was successfully carried out during the entire mission, whith lasted for ons hour 
and five minutes. The plane landed at France Field at nine-five. 

During the month the 7th Obs. Sqdn. performed six Coast Artillery missions, one 
Field #rtillery missicn, six Infantry Luisicn, three Infantry sontact iniesions, and 
two tracking missions for the anti-aircraft, besides aerial eunncry and regular 
garrison training. The totel flying time ter the 7th Squadron for October was 158 
hrs, and 20 minutes. 

The 24th Pursuit Squadron, besides their regular garrison training, performed 
18 missions with the anti-aircraft, total time for the mortn being 158hrs,, 30 min, 

The 25th tcmbardment Squadron was busy with cross-country, gunnery and bombing 
practice, total time for the tionth b being 98 nurs, and 5 minutes. 

The 65rd Service Squadron was busy on cross-country, training, testing ships 
and other garrison éutie2s, toial flying time being 81 hrs. and 5 minutes. 

In athletics and outdcor sports the Field is busy training teams for the con- 
ing Department championship meets and gemes. An inter-squedron baseball league has 
been organized at the ficld. All squadron teams are booked to play eight ‘gaues, 
4t.present the series is about half over. The 25th Bomb. Squadron, under the man- 
agement of Capt. Randolph, thair C,0., is in the lead, closely followed by the 24th, 
Lt. Curry's squadron, All gases have been close and interesting, Col. Fisner and 
his staff were kept busy watching the games, The Colonel is a booster of all sports. 

Last month a series of imter-ssuadron boxing bouts began, followed by inter- 
post, and then a go by the winners of the inter-post to determine who should rep- 
resent the Atlentic side against the winners of the Pacific side, The majority of 
all these bouts were held in the big auditerium at France Field, and wero attended 
on each cccesion by more than 2,000 spectators, Franve Fiele had three fighters 
to réach the finals, but none mareived the finals, which were attended by the Com- 
manding General, Major-General Martin end his entire staff, , 

Our social parties, boat and fishing parties, picnics and other outings have 
been too numerous to mention. A number of dances were held for the officers at the 
Hotel Washington and the Strangers’ Club in Celen, while Bilsrays Reof Garden in 
Colon is still going strong. He has brought Jown a nurber of new entertainers from 
-New York, among tnem being the famous Few Gray with her Black Bottom Dance, 

The enlisted personnel of the vost vers rot idle along lines of extertainment, 
@ social club having recently been organisod and it being planned to held two 
dances each month. The first dance, heid on Oct. 26th, was ae endcod by more than 
800, The Aviators Post Band furnished excellen} musiz. The cancs, under the gen- 
eral management cf Pest Sct. Major Lucy, was a decided success, and all are looking 
forward to the next dance, 

The entire post is now interested in the coming of the Pan-American Fliers 
who are scheduled to stop at France Field on their way around South America. © 

Lieut. Asp, Skemp and Souza, ae France Field, who were detailed as advance 
agents of the big flight, departed the latter part cf October to carry out their 
missions pertaining to the flight,’Lieut. Asp heading for Colombia, Lieut. Skemp 
for Buenos Aires and Lieut. Souza for Rio de Janziro, 


Camp Nichols, Rizal, P.I. 

Fdgrs. 4th Composi.e Group: Capt. David S, Seaton, a recent arrival on the 
THOMAS , was assigned “to the organization, as was Mester Sgt. George W. Kellems, of 
Fort Crockett, also a passenger or the same transport. One of the 17 casuals ar- 
riving ae the THOMAS was assignei here. . . 

Sixth Photo Section: Master Syt. Wilbur R. Rhodes, from Ft. Sam Houston, Tex~- 
as, and “Pet. Freeman J. Grant, frem Chanute Field Photographic School, who arrived 
on the THOMAS, were assigned to this organization. Both stated they were glad 
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their trip was over, end after looking a the Cumyp expresse: “tisfaction with 
their new steticn. Lhe weatier ke: been yery food, consiserine the rainy season, 
and the Seecion’ took udvertage of saue to shotograph several delayed projects. 

Flicht “E", 2nd Obs, Sodn,:. The Flignt has been engaged in working out the 
problems contained in the Treining Schedule between the Flicht and the Philippine 
Division, Licut, Rush was vilot-sxnd Lieut. McKullén the observer. The first few 
problems were in visual signaling, using panets , Very pistols, drop and pick-up 
messages, On Rept. 10th successful attempts *ar " piiek- up messages were made, it be- 
ing the first time this wethod ef communication was used in the Philippines. 

Capt. Dudley B&B, Howard is now in command of the Flight, relieving Lieut, dic 
lulien. We received quite a number of officers from those who arrived on the 
THOMAS, viz: 1 st Lieuts., Charles C. Chauncey, Hex. neeninaptmen Frederick I. Patrick 
wobart My. Werste Yr, Hugh A, Bivins end end Lieut, Paul W, Wolf. First Lieut. Jon 
i. Nese and Warrent Officer byron H. Mills were ‘attached for tecticul training. 

oSth Service Scuadron: The Engineering Department of the Squadron made a 
nignly gratifying record for Sevtember, Four DH-4B eirplanes were uncrated, as- 
embled and flight-tested, Ono DH.-4il-1 was equipped for tow target work; two were 
especially equinped with viet iLLlying gquipuent; two DE-4B-1 airplanés were re- 
paired, five Liberty Enginés: were overhauled in the otor overhaul department and 
four Lib erties vere dismertLedend turned into stock. One Liberty Engine. inverted 
ivpe, was overhauled, One Dhe4Boend one JO4-l. were’ selvaced end serviceable part- 
turned into stock. ¢ onpressed air has been rived throucthout the shops and the new 
air compressor installed... . _ : “* 

Technical Sergeant “".R. Crureh nud Ser ‘eent ooh. Bentley, new arrivels in the 
Isla nds, were eSah: to the Puclacering Séct tions ‘Orn the arrival of the ats 
the orgenizetion six noiveter essic nec, two being Chenute Field cradudtes , one. 
an automobile wechanie 24 —ovhor an armourer. They are fast learning ‘the lure 
of the Orient. © Our Yor. ooony Clerk, Private ¥.J.G.. Sheltz, recenvly returne 
from detached service .t Corvegidor. °° Bt 
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Clark Field, Semp Stotsenourg. 


Major Waiton Abrivea en the "Thomes" and assumed cormand. His arrival gave 
us the. much needed prestige at Stotsensurg. We have been 13 young Lieutenants for 
the last 5 uionths, and there heve been several oceusions when we surely needed: a 
peir of oak le eves, ie ; ; . ; 

Coif iweinteirns the lead in ethletic activities. Lieuts. John G, Williams and 
Haddon deily s strive to better the course record. Liouis. James G. Taylor and "Hole 
in one" Chidlaw, having depart ed on the "Thomas", leaves Williams and Haddon to 
uphold the Air Corps in the matter of course records. 

Lieuts. McMullen and Heffley were transferred. here irom Camp Nichols. How .. 
these “City Fellers" will fers up here with the "Hill Eoys" is a matter of con- 
siderable concern, “Clem" being a bridesroom end “Handsome” a guivar player. 

,, Besides losing Lieuts. Teylor and Chiclew, we witnessed the doparture of our 
former C.0., Licut. Frederick ¥.i. Ximble, who "went" to Menile for duty in the. 
Department Air Cfifice, It. is with recret that we sew him go,.and as a token of 
the esteem in which we jeld hin and elso nis mother, wno lives with him, the 
Squadron presented her with a voir of messive silver esndle sticks. Master Ser- 


ne: 
geant Eeck, who imede the present-iion speech, did himsolf proud and was rewarded 
with, boisterous applause. ‘Yo uctie this « festive ocezsion, all of. Clark Field - 


was present, officers ond. uoncomissioned officers, with their wives and children, 
ali men on S.D, at thé immin. post, Comp Stotsenture; in fect, everybody was presenv. 
The Mess Sergeant, (Staff Seredant Henry Mitchell) eae himself and put up a 
first class "Qutch" lunch with "Liberty Ale“, I+ is here that I wish to mention’ 
the arrival of the newcomers, Technical Sergeant tery f yor Lengley Field and. 
Staff Sergeont Silliman from Biggs Field, Texas, and their wives. _ They "just got 
here in time to participate-in the festivities and, judging vy their coment, 
Clerk Field, although in the "Jungles" ‘of westérn Pampanga, is, not half bad. 
Sergeant Terry replaced: | Technieal Sereeant Perker,. whom the Engineering Department 
saw depart with recret, but as one "Jawn" put it: "Man was born to fiourn", and 
eat Silliman repleced Staff Sergeant "Chesty McDonald, formerly our Personnel 
geant Major ond Baseball pitcher. 
speaking of Basebell, it is not as yet evident eas to whether our’ team ‘1s as 
Strong this year as it was lest year, having lost so many men. ‘The Pampange. Cup 
ond Pennant, now in possession of. this Squadron, will heve to be defended. ‘Je 
have very, promising maverial lined up, - * df 
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We are sorry to be forced to announce, in behalf of the 3rd Pursuit, that so 
far we have rot been eble to find any remunerative work for our pugs, although 
Selfricge Field, Michigan, sent us over one of its best heevies, It is the lack 
of sparring pariners that handicaps this lad very badly. We wish to stat2, sho ich, 
with pride and also vithoet fear of successful contradiction that his shadow boxing 
is positively impressive, to say the least. If Selfridge Fieid could see its wiy 
clear now to send us a mate to what we have, we might be able to witress some tall 
stepping and heevy slugging; if not, we'll have to be satisfied with the shady 
boxing. [Page 

Anent the "reliable" M2-3A4's mentioned in these pages some time ago, we wish 
to announce to our many friends in the States, that they need not view the situation 
with alarm, quite the reverse. We point with pride to the fact that we are still 
flying them. 


Kindley Field, Fort Mills. 





Annual Inspection by the Department Commander, General Sladen, and the Command. 
ing General of the Harbor Defenses, General Caldwell, was held on September llth. 

On September 3rd, Major John K. Boles, F.A., conducted an informal inspection, 
and on September 25th Major E.N. Hardy, Department G-3, accompanied by Major Willian 
D. Frazer, C.A., made a complete inspection of the-Field. There is every reason to 
believe that the Field made a most creditable showing throughout. 

Master Sergeant iiornby reported for duty from Camp Nichols, September 2nd. 
Staff Sergeant McKnight and Serceant Wright arrived on the last "BHOMAS", reporting 
for duty September 22nd. Staff Sergeant Muirheid and Privates Allen, Butler and 
Cline left us on the same boat, . 

First Sergeant Hall reported from furlough and a short tour at Sternberg Gen- 
eral Hospital as a resuli of an attack of Dengue Fever. 

One more boat has come and gone. A shortage of ships and gas made her welcome 
negligible. An acute shortage of gas allowed the faithful old boat to pass out to 
sea like a common tramp, She took many of our friends, including Lieut. Umstead, 
who will spend six weeks or so in China. That same gas shortage seems to have 
shortened our flying radius to Subic Bay. This frontier post is visited only on 
important occasions, such as an inspection trip by G-3, which was flown by Captain 
Knight and Lieut. Albro, piloting Majors Hardy and Frazer. Of equal importance, 
frou a flying standpoint, are the monthly trips of the Chaplain which have as ob- 
jects the soul and social welfare of the natives. One trip in August and one in 
September netted six marriages and 12 baptisms, or should we say 12 baptisms and 
six marriages. An altar has now been built while flowers and candles in profusion 
welcome each descent of this trusty sky-pilot,- J.J. Babst. 


Maxwell Field, liontcomery, Ala., Dec. 9th. 





Personnel from this field attended the ceremonies incident to the opening of 
three new eirports during November. On Nov. 5th Lieuts. As Hornsby and W.B.McCoy 
in a TW-5 and Lievts. R.D. Knapp with W.D. Old in a DH-4M-2T, departed for New 
QYrloans, La., and witnessed the dedication of the Alvin Gallender Airport on the 
following day. New Orleans now has an excellent municipal flying field for use 
by both commercial and service flyers. 

The opening of the Municipal Airport at Memphis, Tenn., on Armistice Day was 
attended by Lieut. W.D. Old with Lt.-Col. C.H. Danforth, Corps Area Officer, ina 
DH, and Lieut. A.. Hornsby with a mechanic in a Douglas 0-2. The party was enter- 
tained by the Memphis Aero Club, sponsors of the. Airport. 

Thanksgiving was pleasantly spent by the following “fortunates" at St. Peters- 
burg, Fla., who took off from Maxwell Field on Nov. 24th; Lieut. W.D. Old with ‘ 
Lt.-Col. C.H. Danforth in a TW-5; Lieut. R.D. Knapp with Sgt. Erb in a Douglas 0-2, 
Lieut. M.E. Gross with Corp. Nash in a DH-4M-2, Lieut. N.L. Cote with Staff Sgt. 
Lucas in a DH-4M-2 and Lieut. W.Bi McCoy with Corp. White in a TW-5. The party wer 
guests of the famous Jungle Hotel and were entertained as guests of honor at the 
opening of the Valencia Tea Room the night of their arrival. The following day, 
Nov. 25th, the dedication of Fuller Field was solemnized, and the attendance was 
estimated at about 15,000 people. A formation of three ships flew to Tampa and 
back fpllowing the exercises. ‘18 

The return flight was made the following day, a royal good time being reportet 
by all. . 
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Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 





Major Thomas G. Lanphier recently addressed the recular monthly meeting of the 
Dames of the Loyal Legion of Michigan, in Detroit. Major Lanphier hit the pacifusts 
when he warned of the false sense of security given the United States by their pc- 
peganda, ard stated: "The safest way to keep out of war is to have a defense squai 
tc the power of one's greutest enemy". He also described some of his recent ex- 
pericnces in Alaska, and said thet he learned while there that flying is. possible 
practically the year round, with some midwinter conditions better than they are in 
the Michigan climete, Aerial attack by way of Siberia and Alaska, over a land rovte, 
would De possible in case of war, the Major said, 

With the arrival of Lieuts. Hunter, Smith end Williams from Philadélphia, all 
activities between this field and Camp Anthony Wayne have ceased, Coincident with 
their arrival was a letter received here from Brig. Gen. H.G. Learnard, Commauding 
General of the Sesqui-Centennial Composite Forces at Camp Anthony Wayne, commerd- 
ing the officers and enlisted men of this post for the fine spirit of co-operation 
they displayed while on duty there. 

Lieut. Streett, accompanied by Master Set. Tittel, went to Cleveland, 0. ina 
Douglas Transport to study the lighting system in effect at the Air Mail Field at 
that place. it is contemplated installing a lighting system somewhat on the same 
lines at this field. Among the unusual things planned for the lighting system at 
this Field is a 50,000,C00 candle vower searchlight. Staff Sgt. Newcomb piloted 
the Transport to and from Cleveland, The General Electric plant in Cleveland was 
also visited. 

Pilots of the First Pursuit Group will commence work in gunnery on speciaily 
designed balloons with e view of determining their édaptebility for use as targets 
in aerial gunnery. The balloons were: designed by the anti-aircraft units under the 
provisions of A.R, 760-400, Par. 4, The balloon when inflated measures about 28 or 
30 inchés, is of rugged construction, and has a vertical ascent from one yard to 
about 190 yards, The maximum efficiency will be obtained when the balloon is in- 
flated so that it will have a rate of ascent to about 140 yards a minute, leaving 
plenty of elasticity in the ballocn so tnat it may expand when it gets to a higher 
altitude. 

By defeating the 17th Pursuit Squadron, 6 to 0, the 57th Pursuit Squadron 
football team established its title to the championship of Selfridge Field. 


scott Field, Bellevills, T1ll. 





The TC-7, piloted by Major H.A. Strauss, departed from Scott Field Nov. 28th 
on a training cross-country flight to Fulton and Colwabia, Mo. As the ship plowed 
through an atmosphere of flying snow and cold winds, both ship and crew were put 
to a long and gruelling test. But their annoyance was surpassed by their per- 
severance, and as a result they arrived at Columbia, Mo., per schedule in time to 
circle the football field for the start of the University of Missouri vs. Univer- 
sity of Kansas game, Then they proceeded to Fulton, Mo., in the hope that new -- 
territory would present a bit of blue to replace the overstuffed silver lining, 
But there was no Allah so home they came, and the clements continued on their rame 
page even unto the end. } 

Pilots visiting the field recently were Majors Brereton, Rowell, Lieuts, 
Mayhue, Cover, Bartron, Davies, Gale and Gaines. 





Hdars. end Div., Air Corps, Fert Sam Houston, Texas, 


The lst Photo Section just completed a mosaic cf about 200 square miles of the 
Leon Springs quadrangle, including Galveston and the surrounding country. 

Our Athletic and Recreation Officer succeeded in building up a basketball team 
which promises to do better than hold their owm in the "“B" Division of the Service 
YMCA League, heving won the first two contests out of a schedule of 9 games. Ten 
teams from Kelly, Brcoks and Ft, Sam Houston comprise the "B" Division of the 
League, and the winner in b Division at the end of the season plays the winner in 
A Division for the championship. , 

Due. to the efforts of the above officer, our Recreation Room is taking on a 
pleasant aspect - pool tables renoveted, lights and comfortable chairs furnished 
and negotiations under way to receive a “Traveling Library" from the large librar- 
ies of the post, our location being so far from the post proper that it is incon- 
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venient to obtain books from there. So even thouzh the boys work hard all day on 
our luany construction jobs to make this old Pemount Depot lodk like - a Air Corps 
station ana fiying rieid they have something picascnt to look for-wrd to after the 
day's york. 

. Lieut, and Mrs. Charles Douglas returned from 90 days' leave, during which 
time they visited the Crand Canon, Yosemits and Yellowstone Parks, Sequoia, vouth- 
ern Utah and Canada. They also went on a ten days' cruise near. the Coast of Czlii. 
Sornia and enjoyed sword fishing off Cetaline Island. During this time they en- 
joyed hunting in Kaibab te yp te end were on a short nunting trip in Mexico. 

Lievt. L.D. Weddington, a member of the Pan-American Flight, was a recent 
visitor here, 

Lieut. W.J. Reed, of Houston, Texas, was a recent visitor, flying a TwWe3. 

In tne transfer of Pvt, Foster V. Brown from the. lst Infantry, ovr Headquart.. 
e>s Staff received a valuable addition ~ an experienced Air Corps "paper man". 

Tech. Sgt. ?.B. Maloney spent a wonderful Thanksgiving Day with friends at 
Laredo, Texes. 

Lievts, Harry Weddington and Greenlay cross-countricd +o Muskogee, Okla., Nov, 
i4th, the former returning solo on the 15% 

Lieuts., H.R. Ogden and Halverson flew ‘to Norias, “Texes,, Nov,. 14th, Lieut. 
Ogden returning solo the same date. 

hiaster Sgt. -S.B, Dehleren, ist’ Photo Section, gave a number of lectures to 
officers of the 20th Infantry on the subject of “Aerial Photography". 

- Pvt. ist Cl. Dale D. Sauter returned from 45 days' furlough, during which 
time he visited sires eli parts of Texas, iti 

Capt. L.S. Tornson and Steff Sets. F.I. Pierce anc E.L. Carr enjoyed a ten 
days' hunting ae tn the "Zig Bend" Seétion of Texas. Capt. Johnson killed a 
tarantula about 4 or 5 inches in diemeter, while Sct. Pierce kAdied a big "Buck" 
and Sgt. Carr a deer, besides wounding a mountain lion. 

This station was visited anc inspected on Dec. 2nd by Colonei N. Morita, 
Japanese Military Attache, and Major K, Abe, Asst.. Japenese Military Attache, who 
were accompanied by Major-Cen. TWm. D. Connor, Commanding Gen., 2nd Division; and 
Staff. During their stey, which consumed the beiter vart of one hour, a formation 
was flown by Lieuts. Harry Weddington, Harvey R. Ogden and Staff Sgt. George A. 
Wiggs, each piloting a Douglas 0-2 eauipped with radio phones. The raaneuvers of 
the formetion were directed from the cround vy Major John N. Reynolds, Commanding 
Officer of this siation, who also used a radio phone. The result was very success- 
ful, and it was noted that an order from the ground was executed in from ten to 
fiftcen seconds siter naving been given. The inspection party waa very nuch in-- 
terested and expressed satisfaction with the work, 


San Antonio Air Intermediate Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, Nov. 27th. 





The air in this vicinity has been humming with preparations for the Pan-Amer- 
ican Flight. Tha office of the Flight was established at tnis field and all the 
personnel assemblec., They assisted this Depot in the setting up of the Loening 
Amphibians for the flight. : 

Lieut. A.W. Vanaman, pilot, and Lt. R.V. Ignico, otserver, of this Depot, 
took off Nov. 24th for a cross-country to St. Lovis, and returning Nov. 30th. 

' Lieuts. Carl 4. Cover end H.A. Bartron stopped here Nov. 15th on their cros 
country flight from the West Coast, on cccount of minor repairs’ needed on ne eis 
planes, and resumed their journey to MeCoox Field severel days later. 

Mr. Jacob Lailey, Aeroneutical Mechenical Engineer at Rockwell Field, has 
been on temporary duty at this Depot since Nov. 26th,. being on a tour, including 
‘the Curtiss Aeropinne and Motor Corporation at Buffalo, N.¥.,the Fairfield Depot 
and this Depot, in connection with the manufacture and maintenance of Curtiss D- 12 
engines. He left here Dec. 7th. 

The weather in this section hes been ideal to date, especially on thenkepive | 
ing Day, which was warm and sunny, amply. conductive to the fullest enjoyment of 


the holiday. 


San Antonio. Air - Intermediate Depot, Duncen Field, Texas, Dec. 13th. 
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The last three Loenirg Amphibians for the Pan-American Flight were reccived 
at this Depot and promptly unloeded and delivered to the ingineering Department. 
All of the plenes ior the Flight were set up and flight-testing started. Due to 


the fact that the Flight's Headquarters are located here, this station is a scene. 
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of much activity. In addition to the recular vreparations, the interest of the 
public is increasing consisntly, many visitors coaing to the: field from time to 

ine. Sverytaine volutes to an ecthusi: stic cud auswicious dDecinning of thia 
uncertaxing, 

The new Headquarters buiiding of the fir Corps Training Center, 
tween the Swimming Pool end the Vomuiending Gonercl's gquertere at this 
wa8S recently completed, same being a buliding ot this posu wiich was remodeled and 
moved to the new Loertion. 

several items of miror construction were in progress at this Depot, adding 
quite a little to its fecilities. Our new drainage system is prozressing rapidly, 
rewoving any feer of possivle high weter at any voint. In the Depot Supply Depart- 
ment a runway hes been constructed scross the railroad track between two of the 
hangars, eliminating tas use of the crane at that point; wo new engine racks are 
bein? Luilt to accomodate 200 Liberty engines, and steam heat is being installed in 
tie shipping room. 

Ceot. Edward Laughlin end Lt. Milo NeCune, of Fairficld Denot, were welcomed 

their many friends here Dec. ¢th, when they arrived on a cross-country. 

Mr. Victor J. Showalter, exvers in aircraft instruments at MeCook Field, was 

on a short period of temmcrary duty with the Pen-Amcrizan rlight in connection 
with the instrument work con the Amvhibaan planes. 

Fred 2D, ‘Wood , Airplane Engine Mechanic ené sub-forsmen in charce of large 
airplane essembly here, has been on ~envorary duty at Hatbox Field, Okla., since 
Nov, 29th, superiutenciag the assewoly ef e Mervin Bember there. 
sany hurting parties comocsed of personnel of this Depot, are taking fullest 

ntage of this ¢lorious ssarcn during week ends. 

The Encineering Devertuen. cverneuled and repaired during November,29 airplanes 
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and 51 engines, eas folios; Jirvienss ~ 3 PT-1; 5 cig 3 PWe9; 1 sie 2 VE-9; 
2 INH; 2 DH-4é~2T; 1° Dourles 0-2; Engines - 31 Liberty,:- 20 Wrircht-E. 
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